What is a Rationale?
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Throughout your English studies in high school, you will often be asked to write a rationale.   Writing a polished and detailed rationale can often turn a good project into an incredible project.  Knowing what is expected in a rationale, therefore, is an important piece of knowledge.
What is the purpose of a rationale?

A rationale’s main purpose is to explain the thinking behind what is often a creative work.  It explains to the person interpreting the text the purpose of the details that were included in the project.  

Describe and Explain the Choices You Have Made

The choices in any project should be carefully made.  For example, why is the project designed in the colours selected? Why is the format of the project a letter, a PowerPoint presentation, a 3-D poster or a presentation? How do the choices you have made reinforce the understanding you have about the topic? How do the choices you have made demonstrate careful reading or study and connect the project to the text that you have made? What finishing touches have you added to your work that you want to make certain are noticed and understood?

A Rationale is a Polished Piece of Writing

When writing a rationale, present yourself as an expert on the topic.  Make certain that your writing is proofread and neatly presented.  If your rationale is too short, it makes your project appear to lack detail and thought. Perhaps this is a sign that the assignment needs a bit more thought or another layer of detail.  Use your rationale to guide the viewer through your assignment in an organized manner. Use paragraphs if necessary to explain your piece. Consider attaching your rationale to the assignment in a manner that complements the meaning of the text.

Why Do I Have to Write a Rationale?

Writing a rationale will allow you to demonstrate a critical level of thought.  What may appear to be a simple project is often a very sophisticated piece.  Rationales move both the creator of the text and the viewer of the text into a deeper and more complex level of understanding.

