How to Write:

THESIS STATEMENTS
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You must have: a topic, and a position on that topic

What are the characteristics of a thesis statement?

• Usually states the main idea of the essay in a complete sentence, not in a question

• Usually at the end of an introduction

• States a position or opinion on a topic, it doesn’t just state the topic by itself

• Often accompanied by subtopics to support the topic

• DOES NOT directly announce your main topic (ie. awareness, conformity), and does not say “This essay will discuss…” or “The topics in this essay are…”
• Is the main statement for the entire essay, so it should be a complete thought and a complete sentence.
Steps to create your thesis: 
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1. Think about your personal answer to the question so that you have a starting point. 
2. Go back to your notes and text; carefully review the characters and details in the text that connect to your topic. Ask yourself “How does this text answer this topic question?”
3.  Make sure that your answer addresses the HOW of the question. There should be a major word/idea in your thesis that is not one of the key words in the topic. 
4. Craft a carefully worded sentence that addresses your text’s position on the topic. (Remember that a position is something that someone can disagree with, not plot or events in the novel). 
5. Once you’re written a full draft of your essay return to your thesis and make sure that it really says what you want it to. Have you really supported that idea throughout the essay? Is that a position which your text supports? 
Examples:
Topic: How does society influence an individual’s identity?
Thesis Statement:

The linked texts demonstrate the idea that an individual may choose to reject or embrace their society’s understanding of success (position) their choice will inform the way they define themselves.

Not a thesis (a thesis is never a question):

Should an individual agree with society’s influence?

Thesis statement:

The texts “The Almond Trees” and the accompanying visual demonstrate that the individual must be aware of the forces in society, (position) and the power those forces have to define their identity.
How do I know if my thesis is strong?
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Do I answer the question? Re-reading the question prompt after constructing a working thesis can help you fix an argument that misses the focus of the question. 

Have I taken a position that others might challenge or oppose? If your thesis simply states facts that no one would, or even could, disagree with, it's possible that you are simply providing a summary, rather than making an argument. 

Is my thesis statement specific enough? Thesis statements that are too vague often do not have a strong argument. If your thesis contains words like "good" or "successful," see if you could be more specific: why is something "good"; what specifically makes something "successful"? 

Does my thesis pass the "So what?" test? If a reader's first response is, "So what?" then you need to clarify, to forge a relationship, or to connect to a larger issue. 

Does my essay support my thesis specifically and without wandering? If your thesis and the body of your essay do not seem to go together, one of them has to change. It's o.k. to change your working thesis to reflect things you have figured out in the course of writing your paper. Remember, always reassess and revise your writing as necessary. 

Does my thesis pass the "how and why?" test? If a reader's first response is "how?" or "why?" your thesis may be too open-ended and lack guidance for the reader. See what you can add to give the reader a better take on your position right from the beginning. 

