Grade Ten Novel Unit Reading Strategies

How do we gain a broader understanding of self by studying the stories of others?
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For every chapter of the novel, you must complete a first look note sheet. In addition to those notes, I would like you to try out a new strategy to ensure you understand the novel at a grade 10 level. 

Listening to an Audio File
· Listen to an audio tape of the novel (or take turns reading aloud)

· Take notes on key lines as you hear them

· At the end of each chapter, mini seminar for 5-10 minutes and write down each other’s ideas 

( you can often download novels OR we have some in our library OR you can borrow them from the city of Calgary Libraries.
Focus on Character

· Focus on an interesting character (preferably the protagonist)

· Find quotations to describe that one character’s values, influences, motivations, beliefs, and actions (VIMBA). 

· Write a three to five sentences on the conclusions you have made about this character that makes them interesting.

· Does the character make similar choices to you? Can you understand how they are feeling? Would you be friends with this character?

Reciprocal Reading

· This strategy works well for complex chapters by filling in each category

· Summarize – explain the main idea in one sentence

· Clarify – explore unknown vocabulary and unclear ideas

· Generate a Question – write an essential question and answer it in four to five sentences by connecting to other parts of the novel

· Predict – what will happen next? in one or two sentences

Split Page Notes

· This strategy helps you understand complex ideas in a chapter. Fill in the left column as you read and the rest at the end of the chapter

	Unclear term/idea
	Explanation/Possibilities
	Connections to self/society


Parapicture

· This strategy works well for visual learners or a section of the text that has a lot of events and/or descriptions

· Preview – read first time to determine what content is important

· Analyze – locate and highlight key information to understand the text (if you are borrowing the text, you must write out the quotation)

· Reread – reread and highlight information and make a one sentence note on each highlight

· Accentuate – draw pictures in the margin that summarize the high-lighted information

KWL

· This strategy works well when an idea or event has been left until the next chapter and you want to develop your beginning understanding of that idea (when the author creates suspense and you want to keep reading to find out what happens)

· Complete the left column and middle column before reading the chapter and the right hand column after reading

· You could focus on a character, or an idea that the author is developing

	What I know
	What I want to know
	What I’ve learned

	
	
	


CHATT

· This strategy only works if you own the novel

· It helps with a chapter that has a large idea in it with lots of support

· Circle – key words

· Highlight – or underline main ideas

· Asterisk – supporting details

· Take – a look for repeated ideas and use of poetic language (i.e. metaphor, paradox, etc)

· Transfer – information to your first look note sheet

4R

· This strategy works well for a long chapter that has lots of information

· Read – read the chapter to determine what is important

· Record – left column: record all of the most important details

· Reduce – right column: write the MOST important points from the record list only using the limited lines available

· Recite – write a two sentence summary of the main ideas
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