Critical/Personal Essay Revision Checklist (Write yes or no next to the question)
1. Does the beginning capture the reader’s attention? 

2. Does the introductory paragraph lead into the thesis statement? 

3. Does the thesis statement clearly argue from one position? 

4. Is the thesis statement defendable? Can you prove that it is true? 

5. Do the examples and evidence support your thesis statement? 

6. Is the writing focused & clear? Are they are phrases that don’t make sense when read out loud?
7. Is the writing organized logically? (cause/effect; chronological; example/analysis) 

8. Do the details fit the chosen topic? 

9. Are the details sufficiently described? 

10. Did you delete details that do not relate to the topic? 

11. Are there any details that should be added to make the writing clearer? 

12. Does the writing include sensory details (taste, touch, sight, sound) & vivid images? 

13. Are ideas and details connected with sophisticated transitions? 

14. Is the choice of words fresh, colorful, & interesting? 

15. Have any words been unnecessarily repeated? 

16. Have weak, general words been replaced with detailed terms?
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